
 
 
 
 

CHRONIC 
ILLNESS 

PEER 
SUPPORTWRAPPER

ChIPS 2013

E M P O W E R I N G  Y O U N G  P E O P L E



Contact ChIPS at:
Royal Childrens Hospital
50 Flemington Road
Parkville, 3052
Ph: (03) 9345 6616
www.rch.org.au/chips

Liz Dixon was an inspiring participant 
of the ChIPS Program. Liz’s courage, 
positive attitude to life, joyous spirit 
and commitment to those she cared 
about will be forever remembered 
by the ChIPS community. To keep 
her memory and love of the ChIPS 
Wrapper and arts alive, we created 
The Liz Dixon Wrapper Award for 
Creative Arts. This is awarded to the 
ChIPS member with the best creative 
submission into the magazine.

2010/2011 Winner – Jessica Marshall

2009 Winner – Geri Herd
Previous winners:

2008 Winner – Scott Campbell 
2007 Winner – Karen Lay 
2006 Winner – Louise Pellegrino 
2005 Winner –Elisha Mont 

Chris Balnaves (Bellsy) was an amazing 
ChIPS member. He joined ChIPS in 
1997, and shortly after it proved 
impossible to find anybody who didn’t 
know him, or at least know of him! 
Chris was once said to be the heart 
of the ChIPS community, attending 
all the social events and reference 
committee meetings he could, whilst 
always making the effort to introduce 
himself to new people and befriend 
as many Chippers as possible.

One of the highlights for Chris was 
the annual ChIPS camp, which he took 
delight in organizing and participating 
in. Chris won the first ever Walsh 
Perpetual Trophy and proved to be a 
very competitive team leader, trying 
his hardest at every camp to win it 
back. Unfortunately, we had to say 
goodbye to Chris as he passed away 
in 2003.

The Chris Balnaves award for Most 
Outstanding Camper was created 
to honour and remember Chris for 
who he was, and his dedicated 
contribution to ChIPS and the spirit of 
the program. Chris was an amazing 
and inspiring person who will always 
be rememberd and truly missed.

2011 Winner – James Williams

2010 Winner – Jordan Hammond
2009 Winner – Scott Campbell

 
 Previous winners:

2008 Winner – Stacy Cumming 
2007 Winner – Louise Pellegrino  
2006 Winner – Bree Regester 
2005 Winner – Andrew Selvaggi 

Liz Dixon Award Chris Balnaves  Award

           

UÊ To provide ChIPS members with the opportunity to actively raise
awareness in our community, not just about ChIPS but about 
living with a chronic illness

UÊ  To provide ChIPS members with the opportunity to develop and 
utilise skills, such as leadership and peer support, and raise self 
confidence through opportun ities provided within the program 

UÊ  To provide ChIPS members with  
the skills and confidence to increase their ability to deal  
with life with a chronic illness

        

UÊ To continue to provide ChIPS members with opportunities
to interact with peers who have a similar understanding about 
life with a chronic illness. 

ChIPS aims:

ChIPS isn’t just about chronic illness.  
It’s about being an adolescent and getting on 
with life. 

ChIPS would like to acknowledge and extend very grateful thanks to
the following supporters for their contributions to the program 

in 2010 and 2011 

Victorian Government – Office for Youth
Bell Charitable Trust

Dyson Bequest
Cooper Investments

Goldman Sachs
ChIP In Auxiliary
Southern Precast

Southern Cross Trophies
Victoria Police High Challenge Program

Victoria Police Transport Branch

ChIPS Program Staff 2011

ChIPS Team Leader
Jarnia Cameron – jarnia.cameron@rch.org.au

ChIPS Program Facilitator
Meagan Hunt – meagan.hunt@rch.org.au

John Vernon – Manager Adolescent Medicine (Clinical Services)
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