
 No 18 2010 
 

 

 
No 18 2010: Engaging Marginalised and Vulnerable Families         www.rch.org.au/ccch/policybriefs.cfm   
                 

1 

POLICY BRIEF 
Translating early childhood research evidence to inform policy and practice 

 

Engaging Marginalised and Vulnerable 
Families 

Anning, A., Stuart, J., Nicholls, M., Goldthorpe, J. & Morley, A. (2007). Understanding 
Variations in Effectiveness Amongst Sure Start Local Programmes: National 
Evaluation Report. Research Report NESS/2007/FR/024. London, UK: Department for 
Education and Skills. http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/_download/?id=4754 

Attride-Stirling, J., Davis, H., Farrell, L., Groark, C. and Day, C. (2004). Factors influencing 
parental engagement in a community child and adolescent mental health service: A 
qualitative comparison of completers and non-completers. Clinical Child Psychology and 
Psychiatry, 9 (3), 347-361 

Attride-Stirling, J., Davis, H., Markless, G., Sclare, I. and Day, C. (2001). “Someone to talk to 
who’ll listen”: Addressing the psychosocial needs of children and families. Journal of 
Community and Applied Social Psychology, 11 (3), 179-191 

Australian Social Inclusion Board (2009). Compendium of social inclusion indicators: 
How’s Australia faring? Canberra, ACT: Social Inclusion Unit, Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet. 
http://www.socialinclusion.gov.au/AusGov/Board/Documents/Compendium.pdf 
 
Australian Social Inclusion Board (2010). Social inclusion in Australia: How Australia is 
faring. Canberra, ACT: Australian Social Inclusion Board, Department of the Prime Minister 
and Cabinet. 
http://www.socialinclusion.gov.au/Resources/Documents/SI_HowAusIsFaring.pdf 
 
Barlow, J., Kirkpatrick, S., Stewart-Brown, S. and Davis, H. (2005). Hard-to-reach or out-of-
reach? Reasons why women refuse to take part in early interventions. Children and 
Society, 19 (3), 199-210. 

Barnes, J. (2003). Interventions addressing infant mental health problems. Children & 
Society, 17 (5), 386-395.  
 
Barnes, J. and Freude-Lagevardi, A. (2003).From Pregnancy to Early Childhood: Early 
Interventions to Enhance the Mental Health of Children and Families. Volume 1 Report. 
London, UK: Mental Health Foundation. 
http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/EasySiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=38638&type=full&se
rvicetype=Attachment 
 



No 18 2010: Engaging Marginalised and Vulnerable Families      www.rch.org.au/ccch/policybriefs.cfm    
  2 
 

Beresford, P. and Hoban, M. (2005). Participation in anti-poverty and regeneration work 
and research: Overcoming barriers and creating opportunities. York, UK: Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/eBooks/1859353738.pdf 
 

Brackertz, N. (2007). Who is hard to reach and why? ISR Working Paper, January 2007. 
Melbourne, Victoria: Institute for Social Research, Swinburne University of Technology. 
http://www.sisr.net/publications/0701brackertz.pdf 

Brackertz, N. and Meredyth, D. (2008). Social Inclusion of the Hard to Reach: Local 
Government, Social Profiling and Civic Infrastructure. Final Report of the Community 
Consultation and the Hard to Reach Research Project. Hawthorn, Victoria: Swinburne 
Institute for Social Research, Swinburne University of Technology. 
http://sisr.net/cag/docs/htr_final.pdf 

Carbone, S., Fraser, A., Ramburuth, R. and Nelms, L. (2004). Breaking Cycles, Building 
Futures. Promoting inclusion of vulnerable families in antenatal and universal early 
childhood services: A report on the first three stages of the project. Melbourne, 
Victoria: Victorian Department of Human Services.    

Centre for Community Child Health (2007). Effective community-based interventions: 
Key principles and practices. CCCH Policy Brief No 6. Parkville, Victoria: Centre for 
Community Child Health. 
http://www.rch.org.au/emplibrary/ccch/PB6_Effective_community_serv.pdf 

Fram, M. S. (2003). Managing to parent: social support, social capital, and parenting 
practices among welfare-participating mothers with young children. Discussion paper 
1263-03. Washington, DC: Institute for Research on Poverty. 

Ghate, D. and Hazel, N. (2002). Parenting in Poor Environments: Stress, Support and 
Coping. London, UK: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.  

Goodfellow, J. (2006). Early intervention and the sensitivities of 'vulnerable' families. 
Developing Practice: The Child, Youth and Family Work Journal, no.17 (Summer), 32-
39.  
 
Hayes, A., Gray, M. and Edwards, B. (2008). Social Inclusion: Origins, Concepts and Key 
Themes. Canberra, ACT: Social Inclusion Unit, Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet. 
http://www.socialinclusion.gov.au/publications.htm 
 
Healy, K., Rawsthorne, M., Donnet, A., Caniglia, F., Hampshire, A. and Michaux, A. (2009). 
Families on the Fringe - Promoting the social inclusion of young families moving to 
non-metropolitan areas. Brisbane, Queensland: School of Social Work and Human 
Services, The University of Queensland. 
http://www.bensoc.org.au/uploads/documents/Familes-on-the-fringe-July-093.pdf 

Hertzman, C. (2002). Leave No Child Behind! Social Exclusion and Child Development. 
Perspectives on Social Inclusion Working Paper Series. Toronto, Ontario: Laidlaw 
Foundation.   
http://www.laidlawfdn.org/cms/file/children/hertzman.pdf 
 
Jelleyman, T. and Spencer, N. (2008). Residential mobility in childhood and health 
outcomes: a systematic review. Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, 62 (7), 
584-592.  



No 18 2010: Engaging Marginalised and Vulnerable Families      www.rch.org.au/ccch/policybriefs.cfm    
  3 
 

Katz, I., La Placa, V. and Hunter, S. (2007). Barriers to inclusion and successful 
engagement of parents in mainstream services. Water End, York: Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation.  http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/ebooks/barriers-inclusion-parents.pdf 

Moore, T.G. (2007). The nature and role of relationships in early childhood intervention 
services. Paper presented at 2nd International Conference of the International Society on 
Early Intervention, Zagreb, Croatia, 14-16th June. 
http://www.rch.org.au/emplibrary/ccch/TM_ISEIConf07_Nature_role_rships.pdf 

Moran, P. and Ghate, D. (2005). The effectiveness of parenting support. Children and 
Society, 19 (4), 329-336. 

Moran, P., Ghate, D. and van der Merwe, A. (2004). What Works in Parenting Support? A 
Review of the International Evidence. Research Report 574, London: Department for 
Education and Skills.  

National Evaluation of Sure Start (NESS) Research Team (2005). Early Impacts of Sure 
Start Local Programmes on Children and Families. Surestart Report 13.  London, UK: 
Department for Education and Skills.   

Offord, D. (1987). Prevention of behavioural and emotional disorders in children. Journal of 
Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 28, 9-19. 

Slee, P. (2006). Families at Risk: Their Strengths, Resources, Access to Services, and 
Barriers. Adelaide, South Australia: Shannon Research Press. 
http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/education/FamilyNeeds/families%20at%20risk%20online.pdf 

Sobo, E.J., Seid, M. and Gelhard, L.R. (2006). Parent-identified barriers to pediatric health 
care: A process-oriented model. Health Services Research, 41 (1), 148-172.  

Social Exclusion Task Force (2007). Reaching Out: Think Family. Analysis and themes 
from the Families At Risk Review. London, UK: Social Exclusion Task Force, Cabinet 
Office. 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/cabinetoffice/social_exclusion_task_force/assets/think
_families/think_families.pdf 

Social Exclusion Task Force (2008). Think Family: Improving the life chances of families 
at risk. London, UK: Social Exclusion Task Force, Cabinet Office. 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/cabinetoffice/social_exclusion_task_force/assets/think
_families/think_family_life_chances_report.pdf 
 
Soriano, G., Clark, H. and Wise, S. (2008). Promising Practice Profiles Final Report. 
Melbourne, Victoria: Australian Institute of Family Studies. 
http://www.aifs.gov.au/cafca/evaluation/pubs/pppfinalreport.pdf 
 
Tunstill, J., Meadows, P., Allnock, D., Akhurst, S. and Garbers, C. (2005). Implementing 
Sure Start Local Programmes: An Integrated Overview of the First Four Years. National 
Evaluation of Sure Start Research Report NESS/2005/FR/010. London, UK: Department for 
Education and Skills.  

Watson, J. (2005). Active engagement: strategies to increase service participation by 
vulnerable families. CPR Discussion Paper. Ashfield, NSW: Centre for Parenting and 
Research, NSW Department of Community Services. 
http://www.community.nsw.gov.au/documents/research_active_engagement.pdf 



No 18 2010: Engaging Marginalised and Vulnerable Families      www.rch.org.au/ccch/policybriefs.cfm    
  4 
 

 
Weeks, W. (2004). Creating attractive services which citizens want to attend. Australian 
Social Work, 57 (4), 319-330.  

Winkworth, G., Layton, M., McArthur, M., Thomson, L. and Wilson, F. (2009).  Working in 
the Grey – Increasing Collaboration Between Services in Inner North Canberra: A 
Communities For Children Project. Dickson, ACT: Institute of Child Protection Studies, 
Australian Catholic University. http://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/In_the_Grey.pdf 

Winkworth, G., & McArthur, M. (2007). Collaboration and systems of support for vulnerable 
children and their families: improving the interface between primary, secondary and tertiary 
interventions. Communities, Children and Families Australia, 3 (1), 45-55.  

Winkworth, G., McArthur, M., Layton, M. and Thompson, L. (2010). Someone to check in on 
me: social capital, social support and vulnerable parents with very young children in the 
Australian Capital Territory. Child & Family Social Work, 15 (2), 206-215. 

Vinson, T (2009). Social Exclusion and Early Childhood Development. Canberra, ACT: 
Australian Social Inclusion Board, Department of Education, Employment, and Workplace 
Relations. http://www.deewr.gov.au/Department/SocialInclusion/Documents/A09-
135%20ES%20Early%20Childhood_02.pdf 
 


