Alcohol outlet density and harm

Reviewing the Evidence
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4 Outline of presentation

Brief summary of the broad research literature
linking alcohol outlet density and alcohol-related
harm

Summary of Victorian studies focussing on
violence, domestic violence and very high-risk
drinking amongst young adults.
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@ Alcohol outlet density

Increasing concerns over the effect of large
numbers of premises in local areas
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4 Alcohol outlet density

Incorporated into policy in the USA and UK




# The research literature on
@ alcohol outlet density

Studies predominantly in urban U.S.A.
settings

Some Nordic research

Some recent Australian and New Zealand
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studies

# The research literature on
@ alcohol outlet density

Links between outlet density and:




# The research literature on
@ alcohol outlet density

Two main strands:

#% Outlet density — consumption
4 and drinking patterns

Mixed evidence that outlet density is related to
alcohol consumption




#% Outlet density — drink driving
4 and accidents

Initial studies suggested higher outlet-density was related to
lower rates of motor vehicle crashes due to reduced driving
distances

Some more recent studies from the U.S. have found
significant positive relationships between outlets and
crashes although others have not

No Australian studies have been undertaken examining this
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issue

J Outlet density — domestic
violence and child maltreatment

Growing evidence of a relationship between outlet
density and child protection issues, both cross-
sectionally and over-time (although all studies so
far are from the U.S.)

Similarly, studies linking outlet density and
domestic violence are suggestive of an effect,
including one exploratory analysis from Western

Australia




’J Outlet density— neighbourhood
4 disturbances and property damage

Analysis in New South Wales found a strong relationship
between high outlet density and experience of
neighbourhood problems (drunkenness, property damage)

In the U.S., it has been shown that outlet density is
positively related to experiences of neighbourhood
disturbances around colleges

Outlet density - violence

Most consistent area of the literature, with dozens of studies
finding significant relationships between outlet density and
measures of violence (e.g. Police recorded assaults,
hospital admissions etc)

Most studies are from the U.S., but similar findings have
been reported in Sweden and Australia

An increasing number of longitudinal studies have been
published, providing the strongest evidence of a causal link

between density and violence rates




% Victorian studies #1 — high-risk
4 drinking amongst 16-24 year olds

Data from 2003 and 2004 Victorian Youth Alcohol
and Drug Surveys (VYADS)

Telephone survey of ~ 12,000 Victorians aged 16-
24,

% Victorian studies #1 — high-risk
4 drinking amongst 16-24 year olds

Individual-level factors




% Victorian studies #1 — high-risk
4 drinking amongst 16-24 year olds

Community level factors

% Victorian studies #1 — high-risk
4 drinking amongst 16-24 year olds

Study is only cross-sectional

Limited number of community-level variables included in the
model
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% Victorian studies #1 — high-risk
4 drinking amongst 16-24 year olds

Conclusions

W Victorian studies #2 — Outlet
l/ .
4 density and assault
Cross-sectional and longitudinal analyses of the

link between alcohol outlet density and night-time
assault in greater Melbourne




% Victorian studies #2 — Outlet
4 density and assault

Genuine time-series methods require t to be much
greater than 10

Therefore, panel methods are used — basically
combining 186 small time-series (one for each
postcode) to provide the statistical power to detect
changes

Overall trends are controlled for using dummy
variables — we’re only interested in patterns within
postcodes
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§ Victorian studies #2 — Outlet
density and assault

Three kinds of outlets examined (general, on-
premise, packaged)

Overall results




% Victorian studies #2 — Outlet
4 density and assault

Results explored for particular types of postcodes

% Victorian studies #2 — Outlet
4 density and assault

Results explored for particular types of postcodes




% Victorian studies #2 — Outlet
4 density and assault

Conclusions

W Victorian studies #3 — Outlet
4 density and domestic violence

Study using the same data and methods as the
previously discussed assault study (again, both
cross-sectional and longitudinal analyses)

Outcome variable is police recorded ‘family
incident’ rates

Few previous studies of outlet density and
domestic violence — one in the U.S. finding no
connection and one which found a positive
relationship.
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W Victorian studies #3 — Outlet
4 density and domestic violence

Cross-sectional results:

W Victorian studies #3 — Outlet
4 density and domestic violence

Cross-sectional results:




W Victorian studies #3 — Outlet
4 density and domestic violence

Longitudinal results:

W Victorian studies #3 — Outlet
4 density and domestic violence

Conclusions
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4 Overall conclusions

The international evidence and a series of
studies in Victoria have linked alcohol
outlet density and a range of harms
(predominantly violence)

Large increases in outlet density in Victoria
In recent years in a fairly deregulated
liquor licensing environment
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4 Overall conclusions

Increasing concern at local and state level
about policy responses

Specific policies are difficult to implement
on the basis of the current data — very
broad findings do not allow for a very
sophisticated examination of risk
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