The benefits of having a dog in For more information...
the family...

Benefits of pet ownership have been identified in areas of
child development, family harmony and even health. Pets
are important in children’s lives both for the enjoyment that
they bring now as well as the role rehearsal for future adult
activities.

Pet ownership can help children to:

e Learn to care and nurture others

» Develop a sense of responsibility

e Establish a daily exercise routine

* Develop friendships.
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A socially responsible dog owner...

e Chooses a dog that is suited to their family’s lifestyle
and environment.

e Teaches their dog good manners such as “come”,
“stay”, “sit”, and “drop” and to walk safely on a loose
lead.

¢ Exercises their dog daily.

e Socialises their dog safely throughout its life.

e Keeps their dog healthy with nutritious food, clean
water and keeps up to date with health schedules
recommended by their veterinarian such as
vaccinations and de-worming.

e Has their dog desexed if not intended for breeding.
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Some dog owning responsibilities...

Register your dog with the local council and familiarise
yourself with the local laws.

Keep your dog in your yard.

Leash your dog in public places unless allowed off leash.
Your dog must always be under your control.

Take responsibility for any faeces or damage from

your dog.

If you become concerned about your dog’s behaviour
seek professional advice immediately.

Exercise daily

Help to reduce dog bites in children by...

SUPERVISION. Children always need constant, close
supervision when near dogs, especially during play. When
you cannot supervise dogs and kids then separate them.
Teach children to leave a dog alone when sleeping, eating
or gnawing a bone.

Teach children and your dog to be gentle with each other.
Seek professional advice about socialising dogs and kids.

Model the desired
behaviour

If wanting to pat a dog...

Teach your child to always ask permission from their carer
AND the dog owner if they want to pat a dog,
even if they know the dog. o
Never proceed if either the dog or =
child are not calm and content to be involved.
Show your child first how to pat a dog and
always closely supervise.

If approaching a dog; approach on an angle,
move slowly and calmly, curl your fingers into
a fist and allow the dog to sniff the back of
your hand, then stroke the dog gently on

the chest or under the chin. Always be gentle.
Wash your hands after patting.

Teach children that a dog should be left

alone if it...

o liftsits lips

e growls

e backs away

e raises the hair on its back
e stares at you.

Teach children
that if approached by an
unfamiliar dog, then stand still
like a statue, arms by their sides,
hands in a fist and not to scream.
Teach them to not make eye
contact with the dog, by
looking down at their
own feet.

Stand still if approached by a strange dog



