3 August 2005

Dear Clinicians,

Re: “Tuesday” tests (Tuesday 1, Tuesday 2 etc) and “Immune function tests”

Commencing Monday 8th August 2005, the Immunology Laboratory will no longer be able to process specimens that are accompanied by a request form that requests a “Tuesday test” or “Immune function tests”.  It will be necessary to list each individual test required separately.


The main reasons for the change are as follows:

· To comply with the rules of the Health Insurance Commission governing billing of pathology services, tests must be ordered individually unless part of a recognized group such as LFT or FBE;

· To streamline tests performed on patients. Group ordering of tests discourages appropriate tailoring of immune function tests for individual patients;

· To improve training of residents and registrars in the ordering of appropriate immune function tests. Paediatric trainees are less likely to learn how to order appropriate immune function tests if they are unfamiliar with the individual tests names and their relationship to clinical conditions;

· To increase the efficiency of specimen processing. Unambiguous test requests will allow Specimen Reception staff to quickly and easily identify which specific tests are required for each specimen.

We realize this change will cause some initial difficulties but hope you agree that the above reasons for change are worth supporting and will ultimately contribute positively to patient care.

The attached table is provided to assist appropriate test selection.

If you have any questions, please call the laboratory on ext 5725.

Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

The Immunology Staff, Laboratory Services, RCH.

	Clinical question: 
	Tests to consider as a screen:


	More detailed investigations (*consult with Clinical Immunologist before requesting):

	Antibody defect
	· IgG, A, M, E

· LYMPH SUBSETS - B cell enumeration
	· TET,DIP,HIB - Antibodies (IgG) to Tetanus, Diphtheria and H Infl. B vaccinations.

· ASOT, DNAse B

	
	
	· PNAB’s – IgG Response to polysaccharide ag’s (Pneumococcal antibodies pre & post Pneumovax immunization) 

	
	
	· ISOAGG’s, BG - Isoagglutinins & Blood Group (blood group must be requested along with isoagglutinins request) 

	
	         
	· IgG Subclasses


	T-cell defect
	· FBE (must accompany request for lymphocyte subsets) 
	· SEP TET & CANDIDA** - Antigen-specific lymphocyte proliferation responses (Candida and Tetanus) 

	
	· LYMPH SUBSETS - Lymphocyte subsets (T, B, NK) 
	· SEP PHA* - Separated PHA response 



	
	· WB PHA** - Lymphocyte proliferation (whole blood PHA response only) 
	· CD40 Ligand*

	Neutrophil defect
	· NFT**  - Neutrophil function tests. Comprises: Neutrophil oxidative burst (Flow Cytometry assay only) Neutrophil chemotaxis and slide NBT
	

	Complement defect
	· CH100
	· C2 functional assay

	Other tests which may be individually requested  
	
	HLA-DR* expression

IFNg Receptor function*

Apoptosis assay*

Mo-1* expression (adhesion molecule deficiency)

CD19/CD20 Lymph subsets


Acceptable abbreviations for test requests in BOLD
* Consult with Clinical Immunologist before requesting
**Denotes those tests performed on a TUESDAY only

