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Memorandum

To:

Heads of Department


CC:

Unit Managers and Divisional Directors

From:
Medical Emergency Advisory Committee
Date:

31 May 2005
Re:

Medical Emergency Team (MET)

There have been a number of recent incidents where fellows and registrars of various inpatient units have urged nursing staff not to call the MET when patients have been unstable and have transgressed MET criteria.

I ask you all to reaffirm the role of MET as an aid to treating seriously unwell patients, and encourage your medical and nursing staff to use MET when it is thought appropriate, or help is needed.

In the two years since its inception MET has been associated with a decrease in unexpected cardiac arrest and mortality, and a decrease in unplanned ICU admission.

No staff member should be demeaned for calling MET, as MET is part of the existing structure of managing seriously unwell children in the hospital.  Staff should be encouraged to call for assistance whenever it is felt to be needed and calling MET is one means of getting immediate assistance.

Encouraging staff not to call MET undermines the confidence and ability of the nursing staff to obtain assistance if it is needed.

Thank you for your cooperation and support in this matter

Ed Oakley

Chair 

Medical Emergency Advisory Committee

Flemington Road, Parkville, Victoria 3052, AUSTRALIA
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