ROYAL CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

POSITION DESCRIPTION

POSITION TITLE:
REGISTRAR

DEPARTMENT:
INTENSIVE CARE UNIT

AWARD / AGREEMENT:
Hospital Medical Officers Award

REPORTS TO:
MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF ICU

 PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR TRAINING & FEEDBACK: Medical Director of ICU

Qualifications

Part 1 FANZCA OR FRACP (or equivalent).

Key areas of responsibility

To assist in the day-to-day clinical management of patients in Intensive Care, to participate in clinical research, and quality assurance activities of the Unit.  Registrars are also expected to participate in the teaching of junior medical staff and nurses.

Person specifications

· Possession of MBBS or equivalent from a recognised University, and Part 1 FFICANZCA or FRACP (or equivalent from a recognised College).

· ICU Registrars must be senior trainee in paediatrics, anaesthesia, intensive care or emergency medicine who has at least 3 years experience in the parent speciality.

· Registrable in the State of Victoria as a medical practitioner.

Clinical Duties

· Registrars are primarily responsible for the day to day care of patients in the Intensive Care Unit, and are accountable to the Director of Intensive Care through the Intensive Care Specialists for all matters concerning the Unit. 

· At least one ICU Registrar must be immediately available to attend to matters on the ICU at all times. Daily tasks, including emergency inter-hospital transports, are delegated between the ICURs. An ICUR must be available for discussions when consulting units visit the ICU, and should document in the patient notes all relevant facts surrounding new admissions to the Unit and major changes to the patients’ therapies. The ICURs are expected to make a legible, written medical note for all of their patients, during their shift.

· An ICUR will be required to perform invasive procedures when he or she has been shown to be capable of performing these procedures under supervision.  Calls to the wards for assessment of patients or resuscitation, and technical assistance such as intravenous therapy, are to be handled by one of the ICUR on duty.

Hours of Duty

From 8am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, there are four ICURs on duty. Three ICURs are on duty between 2000 and 0800. 

0820-2030:
Day shift

2000-0900:
Night shift

On average, an ICU Registrar works 43 hours per week.

When rostered for an overnight shift, the Registrar will be rostered off duty the next day.  When rostered for the night shift, the Registrar will work every night for 7 nights.  Following which, he or she will have 1 week off.  

Ward Rounds

· At 0800 hours (0830 at weekends and on Public Holidays), the cardiac surgeons, cardiologists, the ICURs on for the previous night and the ICU Consultant on call will see the cardiac patients, to discuss the events of the previous evening and to plan the management for the day.

· At 0820 hours, the ICU handover is held in the Seminar Room. The Night Registrars present all the patients.

· On Wednesday at 2pm and Friday at 9.30am, there is a one hour teaching session for the ICURs. All Registrars are expected to attend unless they are on annual leave, or have been on night duty the previous night.

· At 1030 each, a radiologist will attend the ICU to discuss the X-rays of all patients in the Unit.

· At 1700 the day/night Consultant handover takes place.

· At 2000 (2030 at weekends and on Public Holidatys)  the day/night ICUR evening handover ward round takes place.

Resuscitation Service

ICU runs the MET service in the Hospital and outlying areas (eg Allergy Clinic, Ronald  McDonald House, Uncle Bob's).  The ICUR should familiarise herself/himself with the procedures for MET, resuscitation and the various codes to the alarm system.  When attending MET calls, it may be necessary for the ICUR to establish an artificial and perform mechanical ventilation.  The ICUR should be prepared to oversee cardiac massage and drug therapy.

PETS

The Paediatric Emergency Transport Service (PETS) is available for use by medical practitioners outside RCH, and the Ambulance Service.  The aim of this service is to assist in the management of children with acute life-threatening illnesses or injuries and to extend the expertise of the ICU beyond this Hospital.  If instructed by the Intensive Care Specialist on call, the ICUR should be prepared to give advice on management to medical practitioners or ambulance personnel and, if necessary, go to the referring hospital and assist in the stabilisation of the child and his or her transport to RCH.

Meetings

All ICU registrars are expected to attend lectures which have been arranged for their benefit.  Regular meetings in the Unit include a weekly registrar teaching session.  There are also many Departmental and Hospital rounds each week, which should be attended whenever possible.

Teaching

Active participation in the teaching of medical students, nursing and other groups is expected, and will be arranged by the senior medical staff of the Unit.

Research

Participation in at least one research project supervised by an Intensive Care Specialist during the ICUR's time of service in the Unit is encouraged.

